


Massive Insect Decline Threatens Collapse Of Nature
Percentage decline in selected global insect populations over the past decade
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Dark Skies: why is this important?

Insects/pollinators drawn to artificial lights (phototaxis)
Can kill on impact
Disrupts natural behaviors like foraging,
mating, and migration
Circadian Rhythm: disrupts natural
day/night cycle ' | |
~ Affects growth, development,
reproduction '
Long-term exposure to artificial night
light affects production of melatonin




Dark Skies: why is this important?

Birds: bright lights throw off migrating
birds
Songbirds and smaller birds migrate
at night, to protect against predation
Migrating birds drawn to bright lights
Only 2 out of 10 people on earth can see
the Milky Way
¢ Preserve your unique proximity to

30 August 2022 22:20 ET

N O rth e rn I ights million birds in fhght

Live bird migration maps  Dokier 2022
l

Graphic from Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (Sept
2022) showing radar detects 48.4 million birds
migration across Wisconsin in a single night
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THIRD ANNUAL

Northwoods LIGHTS OUT!

y June 27-29, * AucwsT 22-24, »

. 2025 . & 2025

Dark Skies: what can |1 do?

Al |IghtS should have a clear purpose Whatﬁ’you could flip a switch to preserve dark skies?

Saves electricity bill! | . YOU CAN!! i
E.g. ditch floodlights, opt for pathway |G-

o o : " % Switch to outdoor motion detector lights

| NI ng . *Aim outdoor lights downward

* Choose warm colors

Aim lighting downwards

® Reduces light trespass

¢ Keeps pathways lighted! But only
lights what is necessary

O

Utilize shielded light fixtures (see
Dark Sky approved products)

Explore night events happening near you.

Visit: https://www.odw.org/morthwoods lights-outhtml * 715-369-7835
Darks ky Approued 151 tt'pS www.odaw.org/nor “Oq S-11 s-ou
Residential Luminaires Enjoy the Night' 0P




Dark Skies: what can | do?

Opt for yellow light and dimmer watts
Blue light is more disruptive to
circadian rhythm

Controls: motion sensors or timers
more deterrent to night prowlers

0 jon by:

. 4JuNE27-29, . - #Aucest 22-24, ‘
Criew, T L 2005 ,. 2005

| What if you could ﬂqz a swuch to grmrve dark skies?

. YOU CAN!! . "

» Turn off indoor and outdoor nighttime lights
. ~  Select lighting no brighter than necessary
. * " % Switch to outdoor motion detector lights
: . *Aim outdoor lights downward
* Choose warm colors

Explore night events happening near you.
Visit: https://www.oclw.o rg/northwoo(b—lights-out.html * 715-369-7835

Enjoy the Night! &%




Glare = difficulty seeing in presence of
bright light
(think car headlamps at night)

Find the potential stalker: graphic from International
Dark-Sky Association
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Mosquito Spraying: impact on ecology

Insecticide is not
species-specific

Even “mosquitocide”
chemicals target the
nervous systems of a
multiplicity of insects, as
well as affecting birds,
bats, and plants that rely
on pollinators




Mosquito Spraying: impact on ecology

Are mosquitos beneficial?
Not all mosquitos feed on
humans!

... but rather mammals, birds,
livestock, snakes/amphibians,
even other mosquito larvae

Mosq uitOS are po"inatorsl The elegant Elephant Mosquito

Mosquitos are a food source for bats, fish, birds, dragonflies, turtles, etc.
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Mosquito Spraying: alternative tips

Reduce standing water!

® Turn over: child’s plastic toys,
plant saucers, dog bowls

® Check: gutters, flat roofs, area
under downspouts

® Regularly clean birdbaths




Mosquito Spraying: alternative tips

Mosquito traps
Population sink:
place for
mosquitos to lay
their eggs, adults
never escape

5 AR
Pictures/instructions for making mosquito trap found on My Green Montgomery blog, in
article “Make your own 50-cent, pesticide-free Mosquito Trap!”




Mosquito Spraying: alternative tips

Reducing tick exposure

® Avoid placing playground
equipment, decks, patios
near wooded areas

® Select plants & shrubs
that don’t attract deer “

® Use tick collars/sprays for
pets

@ PRAIRIE NURSERY

Leadplant Big Bluestem Canada Anemone
Amorpha canescens Andropogon gerardii Anemone canadensis

GO gle plants and shrubs deer resistant wisconsin X & @ Q
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